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On the Mifchiefs of Prieft-craft im Popifh Countries, particularly in Spain tat this Fua- 


ure. On Portocarrero’s Sermon. 1 


nftances of the Weaknefs of the Powers of France, 


in ve[pect to their Land- Armies and their Natura! Strength. lhe Advantage of the Cons 
federates 17 being Mafters of the Sea, and particularly of the Englifh Nation. 
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try-m, After Obfervater, Ever 
ange M fince 1 faw you,my Head 
| has been running on the 
‘Milchiefs of Prieft- craft, | find that does the Con- 
federacy more mifchiet than the Powers of France 
and Rome: Who conld imagine that the com- 
mon People in Popifh Countries fhould be fuch 
Oafs as to be led by-the Prieft-hood to their 
own Deftruétion, in fech a blind Nonfenfical 
manner as they are? 

Obf. What’s the matter now, honeft Coun- 
try-man? How have the Popifh Priefts Difo- 
blig'd yon’? What mifchiefs have they done'to 
the Confederacy? Sama E 

Couniry-m. 1 am informed by the News at 
London, that as foon as the Duke of Ormond 
Landed at Cadsz; the Cardinal Portocarrero prea- 
ched a Sermon at Madrid, wherein he ftirred 


the Duke of Ormond, becavfe he was Landed 
there with an Army of Hereticks s and that the 
Emperour was an Apoftate from the Ghurch of 
Rome, in joining with thefe Hereticks, to make 
good his Title to the Crown of Spasu; and that 
he has ordered the Inferiour Priefts to Preach 
up this Doétrine throughout the whole King- 
dom. ) 

-Qbf. And can you blame Portocarrero for this? 
You know he was the Perfon that Contrived the 
Will of the late King of Spain, which if it be 

hot made good,he can by no means fave bis Ba- 
con; He and Anjou moft fall together 5 France, 
tis true,is.a Receptatle for Bankrupt Princes but 
if it be alfo bound to maintain all the Fugstive 
Priefts in Europe, its Penfioners in 12 Months 
time will be a greater Charge then its Armies, 
This Trick is natural enough in Portocarrero, 
Whofe Welfare or Ruin depends upon the Fate 
Of Spain. Sct ae 

Country-mi, 1 am not id leaft concerned for 
that Cardinal., Jet Him go before the Wind to 
Deftrudtion with all my Soul , but I am concern’d 
for the Natives,that chofe Blockheads that have 
how an Qpportunity of Refcuing themfelves 
from the French Slavery, fhould omit any occa- 
fion of making themfelyes Freemén: What we 
Call Bigottry, is the moft unreafonable thing in 
the World; Its monftrous that Men fhould lay 
afide the Light of Nattire; which continually En- 
lightens the Path to Happinefs and Freedom,and 
fhould make ufe of the Priefts SpeBacles, which 
difcover Objects utider falfe: Reprefentations, 
and make things appear what really they are 

ot. Our Tantivy Aigh Flying Priefts in former 

cigns preach’d Damnation to fich as fhould 
elift the Prince in tekiag away onc CivitRights, 
we bad more wit than to believe them 3 and 
when the Prince of Orange came ovet to hetp 
sia the Recovery of our Rights, we did not 
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| eafily believe a Wooden Pri: 
up the People to Refift, or at leaft not to Affitt | 





Or 


cry out That be brought a Company of Dutchmen 
to effect it, but we readily join’d them in fo good 
a Caufeas that of Liberty 3 and had we not done 
fo, we had been Slaves at this preferit time. If 
the Spanifh Slaves will not be faved by Fereticks 
as they call them, in the Devils Name let ’er 
be Damn’d by their own Priefts, and continte 
Slaves to the end of the Chapter: They are fo 
Iniured to Chains and Fetters,that perhaps they. 
bale without them: But! hope the Confederate 
Hereticks in Spain will be able to make good their 
Ground without the Affiftante and notwith- 
ee the Refiftance of thofe Bigotted Jdo- 
ators, 

Obf. The Popith Clergy in all Countries have 
a vaft Influence over tie Populace. Thofe Peo- 
ple who believe a piece of 11 cod to be a God, may 
fi to be more than a 
Man ; and a they pay Divine Adoration to the 
one, fo they may believe the other by an /mpli- 
cite’ Faith; for when’ Men are denyed the ufe of 
their own Reafon, if they believe at all, they 
moft believe according to the Direction of O- 
thers: The Reman Religion is a meet Atachine, 
a State-Fuggle contrived on purpofe to Enflave 
Ignorant Devotees. It’s a Gin to catch Religious- 
Woodcocks by their Underftandings,who are like 
a Mafs of Matter form’d into a Political World, 
of which the Pope is the Primum Aobile.tn fhort | 
"tis a Hodge-podge ot Nonfenfe, Founded on Vil- 
lany and fupported by Adurder, Theft atid Rapine . 
and as Diametrically oppofite to the Dodtrines 
of Jefus Chrift, as a High-Flyer is a True Engli(he 
man, Whatever Eflays até’ made towards the 
Reftoring of Liberty & Property, the Popifh- Cler- 
gy immediately cry out They are defizned againft 
the Church. Allthe Arguments of National Ad- 
wantage, of Civil Liberty and Property fignify no- 
thing when they ftand in Conipetition withthe 
Intereft of Holy Church. A true Papift muft 
Murder his Neighbour, nay his Father, Child, or 
Wife, if the Prieft recommends the Action as an 
Advantage to the See of Rome: 1 remember my 
Tutor told me of a Student imhis Colledge, that 
never had Studied to argue on any Queftion but 
on this, 44 Logit fit Ars. In which he becamé 
fo Dextrous, that no Man was able to difpute 
him. ’Tis-trae he would Difpute on any other 
Queftions; in Logic, Phyfick, E:bicks ot Meta- 
plyficks, but ftill he fo work’d the Qoeftion’ a- 

ut, that he Brought it to 4u Logica fit Ars, at 
laft; and then his Opponent Blancatus fuit quafi 
Litium: In Vike manner do the Popifh Clergy ar- 
gue, they bring all the Confiderations ot Equity 


and Fuftste,; and Right and Wrong, of Natrona} 
Advantage and Intereft to the confounding Ar- 
guments of Church Policy, and then the Laicks 
‘have-nor ont wotdmoie to fay,that fingle word 
| Church,is as Gifinal in their Ears,a9 the a 
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* debafed in every Vallal; thanks be tothe Al- 


the lait Trumpet will be to the Wicked at the 
Day of Judgment. Let the Pricits but fay Zyat | 
the Church s in Danger, the Bizots wil} make op- | 

fition, Right or Wrong ythey’ll beat their own © 
Eyes out if occaliom be tor the fake of they know * 
not what. 

Country-m, Then the Popifh Pricfts are the 
Hunt {men and their People are the Hounds, they 
movft run at any Game, it feems,if the Priefts fet 
them on. But shofe People are not like my Grey- 
bound, he knows what is Game and what is nor, 
he will not leave the Hare to worry the Sheep, 
but thefe Spaniards cannot diftinguith betwixe 
fuch as are their Enemies and fuch aS are their 
Friends; poor Wretches! 

Obf. 1 with every Man in Englond had feen 
the Mifery and Vaflallage of Popth Countries , 
it is {uch as cannot. be exprefs’d tho nothing bus | 
view can give you a perfe@ Idea of their Mifery. | 
Theextream Went and Poverty which they la- 
bour under, is not fo clear an Inftance of their 
wretched Eftate, as is that Egyptian blindnefs 
in which they are kept by their Priefts; this 
perfectly Unmans them, and Humane Nature is 


mighty it is not chus with Engli(hmen: Wehave 
a Liberty of judging concerning the trne Inte- 
reft of our Countiy,there is no Screen betwixt 
our Reafon and our Religion, we have a perfect 
knowledge of our Liberties, and “tis our high 
Priviledge that we can Speak, Write and Fight 
in Defence of ’ein. 

Country-m. Sir, remember not long ago you 
were faying that the Defe tion of the Klector of 
Bavaria was procured by the French chiefly,to 
Divert the Confederates from the Siege of\Lan- 
dau, \have found you a true Prophet in many 
things fince wecame acquainted, and io this al- 
fo. Here's a Letter in the Poft-man, which con- 
firms your opinion, which Letter was fent from 
MonfSeur Ritour, tue French Kings Envoy to the 
Elector of Bavaria to Monfienr Chamilart Secre- 
tary of State, and Comptrouler General of the 
Finances of the French King. lt gives us a plain 
Demonftration that the French Court are at their 
Wits End to find cut Ways and Adeaus to bafile 
the Confederates. | Pag ea 
Obf. Without doubt the French Affairs were 
never more Embartafs'd than at this junGure, | 
their waiting for the Plate-Fleet has put them 
befides the Confiderations of raifing money by 
other means for the fupport of their Armies, 
whofe Conditlonin Fenders is a fufficient Proot 
of the Weaknefs of the Gallick Forces, they have 

not been able to.uadertake one confiderable En- 
terprize,nor to Guard themfelyes ageinft oneAt- 
tack of che Confederates during the whole Gam- 
paign. What shall we fay of the Krench boalts, 
when the whe Lewy has been fore’d to 
Difgorge himfclf of Landau, a place of fo great 
portance in this War, and which was Forti- 
iy to. a Degree of Strength equal to that of 
amure, which coft usan Army of Englifimen | 
in che lateWar before we could make our felves 
Malters of ic? But Landsu was) lnaertontly 
Surrendered, before we had loft a bandful 
Meninits Attack,and the very Powder and Ball 
{pent in the Rejoycings for the Taking of that 
Blac the ot ion of the Sarrender.of Hi mio, 
, Fortunate Campaign indeed, has ig been to 


before em like the Morning Star, and Immo,, 
tal Fame has brought up the Rear, to the laftic, 
Honour of.thofe worthy Chieftains, 

Dhe Defertion of thie Frevich Soldiers is ano. 
thee pre | e ofthe Weaknefs of the Pow. 
er of France. feék all opportunies of com. 
ing over to. the Confederates, and when the 
come over, they look like Walking Skeletons, 
like the Mavlkins wefet upto fright theCroy, 
front a Peafe-field ; for they have little more of 
the Martial Livery on them,than the Buff wiijic), 
Nature gave them for their firft Clothing, aj, 






that they cannot.tell a Soulx from a Devn:i 
To Fight for Bread and Garlick, as formerly. ;, 
but indifferent Service; but to Starve under , 
Mufquet and a Collat of Bandagleers, is the De. 
vil. Defertion is a catching Diftemper, with 
which if the French Army be once Infccted, like 
the Leprofie, it will over-fpread every par 
of it. | 

Yet a greater Inftance than thefe have weof 
the Weaknefs of the Powers of France: if we 
confider the rue State of their Naval Strength’; 
The French before the War had not recovered 
the Blow Admiral Ruffel gave them at Le Aegu., 
they had not then repaired the lofs of Fourtecy 
of their 3 Deckthips; and fince this War,by the 
Union of the Crowns of France and Spain, they 
have been fore’d totally to Negle& the Service 
of the Channel, and to fend their Ships Abroad 
to the Adriatick and the Spanifh Weft-Indies, to 
unhealthly Climates, where they have loit fuch 
vaft Numbers of Sailors that it will be impotfl- 
ble for themto Msn their Fleets for the future, 
I cannot help it, if 1 go contrary to the common 
Opinion of Mankind in believing that the Plate 
Fleet is till at Carthagena, in the fame Conditi- 
on it was a Twelve Months ago, for no Maa 
that underftands the Nature of that Country, 
can believe the French have Men enongh living 
there to bring that Fleet to Europe, and perhaps 
the Romout of the Plate-Fleets being got ip 
to Placentia in Newfoundland, was no more thia 
this ; that fome of the French Frigots came thi- 
ther to Imprefs Seamen for the Service of the 
Fleet in the Havana, it being the neareft plact 
for that purpofe. If fo, the Trade of France is 
wounded in its Vitals; for the Newfoundland 
Trade isthe very Heart of the French Com- 
merce, and now they are not able to bring 
their Fifh to Market. | ) 

From the prefent Circumftances of the French, 
we may conclude the vaft advantage of a ftrong 
Fleet to the Englifh Nation: What would 
Forces at Cadiz fignify, if they were not Back’< 
by aPotent Navy ? Thofe yh feaegen 
biters of Europe, who are Matters of the Sea, 
which is now the abfolote ominion of the Con: 
federates ; and being fo, the Trade of the Met* 
chants is as well fecured as in times of Peacei 
The River of Thames at this day affords us 4 
Profitable Inftance hereof; in which River we 
have now nine Eajt-India-Men, iso Pirginis 
Ships in that and other parts, 5 ‘hips ro 
Ruha, fia, befides abundance of other Ships entered 
onwards at the Cuftom-Hovfe in lef thans 
ortnights time ; and the Virginia Fleet of it fell 
will bring more Money into Her Majefties Ex- 





the Confederate Armies: Snecefs has March’d | 


chequer, than the whole Trade of Prance will 
bring into the French Kings in a Year. 
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they are become fo wnacquainted with Mire, i 
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